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Several of Deborah Reeve’s earliest memories were standing on her head as a young child and looking at the world upside down and thinking “what if”? 
Another is at about age three – she recalls slowly peeling wallpaper off the wall in her grandparents home following the lines and patterns created by each careful tear in the paper.
She believes those memories may have been the first indications of her passion for meaning making - for taking what is known and putting it together in new and different ways to create new and different meaning. 
As Executive Director of the National Art Education Association – the premier professional association for visual arts educators - she interacts daily with arts educators, researchers/scholars, artists and museum educators who all share a deep held belief in the power of the arts to develop human potential and promote global understanding.   
A former art educator who has taught at every level including graduate courses, she has engaged her passion for creative thinking and problem-solving throughout her life and for the past twenty years in her work within the association/nonprofit field. Today, she continues to make meaning through her work as a transformative leader and as a practicing visual artist who regularly creates and exhibits her works on paper and canvas. Her personal mission is to help others deepen their knowledge and understanding of the essential value of arts education to nurture innovation and imagination – helping our nation’s children and youth see the world in new and different ways.  
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